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history of curative methods, and may ultimately make it possible to modify or contro 
the tuberculous dyscrasia, and to this extent they are certainly valuable ; but thus fa 
the method can only be considered tentative. The efforts are still in the experiments 
phase. 

The great mortality from the disease accounts for the willingness with which thousands 
of consumptive invalids submit themselves to this, or indeed any, process of treatment 
which offers the remotest possibility of immunity or amelioration. Recent statistics 
show that in the city of Paris and the Department of the Seine consumption has caused 
thirty-eight times more deaths than smallpox and scarlet fever combined ; sixteen times 
more than typhoid fever and eight times more than diphtheria. It has also been demon- 
strated by statistics that in the districts above mentioned pulmonary consumption is 
five times more fatal than the other named maladies united. And what is true of Paris 
and the Department of the Seine is also true of other European countries. From 1889 
to 1894, inclusive, a period of five years, the average annual mortality in Vienna from 
tuberculosis was 540 per 100,000 inhabitants ; in Budapest, 546 per 100,000 inhabitants ; 
and in the whole of France during the same period there were 409 deaths from consump- 
tion per 100,000 of population, a greater mortality than that caused by the most malig- 
nant epidemics of cholera. 

Under such unpromising circumstances it is not surprising that sufferers from the 
disease should seek blindly any medium that holds out the slightest prospect of relief. 
As a matter of fact, Dr. Marigliano's paper is open to several objections, and his "infal- 
lible cure ' ' can not yet be regarded as an accomplished fact. 

The first objection is that he gives no precise information concerning the process 
of obtaining the serum, and it can only be had through him personally ; in the second 
place his statistics are incomplete and unsatisfactory, and withal lack confirmation. It 
would be well, therefore, for our countrymen, who may be disposed to give the remedy 
a trial, to remember Dr. Koch's lamentable failure in the same direction a few years 
ago, and wait until the remedy has been duly tested by other physicians than the 
inventor. 

Charles W. Chancellor, 

Havre, August 24, 1895. United States Consul. 

MEXICO. 

Death rate of Vera Cruz and deaths from yellow fever during 1895. 

Consulate of the United States, 
• Vera Oruz, January 10, 1896. 

Sir : On December 31, 1894, I reported the number of deaths and 
causes of same for the year 1895. I would say that there has been quite 
a decrease in the death rate, especially so in yellow fever. The census 
of the city has been taken, and from this a more correct report of the 
rate per thousand can be furnished. I based my report for 1894 on an 
estimated population of 30,000, giving a death rate of 53J per thou- 
sand. This, if the census is correct, was too low. Basing the rate on 
population as per census of 27,000 (27,065), we would have a rate of 59 i 
per thousand. In 1895 the total number of deaths from all causes was 
1,412. Only 159 were from yellow fever, being a decrease in total num- 
ber of deaths of 193, and from yellow fever of 50. The rate per thousand 
has decreased considerably — from 59J in 1894 to 52J in 1895 per thou- 
sand of population. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Charles Schaefer, 

United States Consul. 

VENEZUELA. 

Report on the results of serum therapy in cases of leprosy. 

Maracaibo, December 26, 1895. 
Sir : I have the honor to inclose copy and translation of a letter from 
Dr. Carrasquilla, a noted physician of Bogota, respecting the result of 
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his experiments in the treatment of leprosy by means of serum therapy. 

This letter is addressed to a leading newspaper and is merely an 
abstract of a detailed report which Dr. Carrasquilla is preparing for the 
Academy of Medicine of Bogota. 

As so many different methods of treatment have been essayed during 
the past few years, none of which have proved efficacious, the inclosed 
description may be of interest. 

I have, etc., E. H. Pltjmacher, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Seceetary of State. 

[Inclosure.] 
From El Tiempo, Caracas. 

Some days ago we published in these columns an interesting article upon the problem 
of the cure of leprosy by the serum therapy system essayed -with brilliant results by a 
notable member of the faculty of Colombia, Dr. Carrasquilla. 

Considering everything relating to this matter to be of great importance, we insert 
to-day, copying from the same esteemed colleague of Bogota that furnished us the 
former article, a letter from Dr. Carrasquilla, containing an epitome of his report to the 
Academy of Medicine of Bogota, preceded by the lines dedicated to it by the Correo 
National. 

THE WOEK OF A SAVANT. 

Our columns are honored in reproducing from the Telegrama the new data furnished 
by Dr. Carrasquilla respecting the results of his incomparable task, the application of 
serum therapy to the cure of leprosy : 

' ' Mr. Director : I had offered you a copy of the communication which I have pre- 
pared for presentation to the Academy of Medicine in the next session, but as it is 
possible that this may not occur very soon, I send you to-day simply an extract from 
said communication in order that you may know the results of the latest trials of serum 
therapy in the treatment of leprosy. 

"I have observed the following : The tubercles diminish from the beginning of the 
treatment and finally disappear ; the tuberculous masses (lepromes en nappe Seloir) 
become covered with thick crusts which, upon falling, leave the skin discolored, smooth, 
and with the typical stamp of the lepromes. Upon passing the finger over the places 
formerly occupied by these tuberculous masses, no prominence can be noted nor any- 
thing which may be styled tubercle. 

" The favorite sites of the tubercles, such as the forehead, cheeks, chin, nose, eye- 
lids, etc., remain marked with spots of a reddish yellow which scale off abundantly 
instead of the horrible lepromes of an angry red color which existed at first. 

' ' The tubercles also disappear from the mucous membranes which can be observed, 
but more slowly. 

" Instead of the vivid color noticed before treatment, the membrane remains healthy 
and natural where there is no ulceration. 

' ' Instead of the conjunctivae being injected, red, and almost insensible from the con- 
stant weeping of the little tubercles of the eyelids, which seem like ruby-colored pin- 
heads, the mucous membrane is clean aDd sensitive, the weeping ceases, the tubercles 
disappear, the eyelids return to their natural color, and the lashes reappear, as do also 
the eyebrows upon the scaling off of the tuberculous mass covering them. In the palate, 
etc. , the ulcerations are more rebellious to the treatment, but offer an abundant secre- 
tion with cicatrizing tendencies. 

"The ulcerated lepromes, with edges of a vivid red, thick, deep, and insensible, are 
profoundly modified. 

"The edges become depressed, scale off, and change color; the bottom, after sup- 
purating abundantly, is covered with a thick crust, and this falling, leaves the ulcera- 
tion cicatrized. The old cicatrices of the lepromes diminish, lose their color, and dis- 
appear gradually day by day. 

' ' Sensitiveness is restored at all anesthetic points, first in the spots and stains and 
then in the sites of the lepromes. 

"In the extremities the reestablishment is more tardy, especially when there is 
ulceration. 

"The hard oedemse disappear rapidly, in 1 case on the fifth day from the beginning 
of the treatment, the discolored skin wrinkles, retracts, and returns almost to its natural 
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color, the upper eyelid, always swollen in all lepers, wrinkles and retracts, and should 
there be tubercles, as is frequent, these disappear. 

"The circles under the eyes also retract and lose their vivid color. The nose regains 
its primitive form, when it has not suffered mutilations, and its mucous membrane 
recovers its sensitiveness to such an extent that the patients are surprised to be able to 
smell and can distinguish odors without vacillation. 

"In the nervous form (trofoneo rotiea de Leloir), the first thing observed is the rees- 
tablishment of sensitiveness, and then restoration of natural color and the leveling of 
the spots, but so far the spots have in no case disappeared, but persist in remaining as a 
stigma of the disease. 

"This is what has been observed and recorded in the journals of observation which 
have been carefully kept. In the communication to the Academy I will give more 
details. 

" Your obedient servant, Juan De D. Cabbasquilla." 

STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Bermuda. — Two weeks ended January 10, 1896. Estimated popu- 
lation, 15,013. One death. No death from contagious disease. 

Cuba — Habana. — Under date of January 11, 1896, the United States 
sanitary inspector reports as follows : 

There were 132 deaths in this city during the week ended January 9, 
1896. 

Three of these deaths were caused by yellow fever, with 7 new cases 
approximately, 3 were caused by enteric fever, 1 by pernicious fever, 
1 by paludal fever, 1 by diphtheria, 4 by enteritis, 1 by dysentery, 2 by 
smallpox, 5 by pneumonia, and 2 by the grippe ; 2 of the 3 deaths by 
yellow fever daring the week occurred in the military hospital. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns of England and Wales during the week ended January 
4 correspond to an annual rate of 20.7 a thousand of the aggregate 
population, which is estimated at 10,860,971. The lowest rate was 
recorded in Croydon, viz, 9.7, and the highest in Salford, viz, 35.9 a 
thousand. 

London. — One thousand seven hundred and seven deaths were registered 
during the week, including smallpox, 1 ; measles, 91 ; scarlet fever, 28 ; 
diphtheria, 66 ; whooping cough, 39 ; enteric fever, 14 ; and diarrhea 
and dysentery, 14. The deaths from all causes corresponded to an 
annual rate of 20.1 a thousand. In greater London 2,162 deaths were 
registered, corresponding to an annual rate of 18.3 a thousand of the 
population. In the "outer ring" the deaths included 14 from diph- 
theria, 8 from scarlet fever, and 11 from measles. 

Ireland. — The average annual death rate represented by the deaths 
registered during the week ended January 4 in the 16 principal town 
districts of Ireland was 26.3 a thousand of the population. The lowest 
rate was recorded in Gal way, viz, 3.8, and the highest in Londonderry, 
viz, 37. 7 a thousand. In Dublin and suburbs 193 deaths were registered, 
including scarlet fever, 2 ; enteric fever, 3 ; and whooping cough, 2. 

Scotland. — The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the week 
ended January 4 corresponded to an annual rate of 21 a thousand of 
the population, which is estimated at 1,518,347. The lowest mortality 



